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Till’, PSYCHIC A XI) SOMATIC I > K(; K X I' RATION OF 
CRIMINALS. 

I’rof. Kirn contributes to the ‘‘Centralb. f. Xcrvenhcil- 
kundc," August i, 1NX9, an interesting paper on criminal 
anthropology. He presents the views of the Italian school 
regarding the mental and physical abnormalities found in 
habitual criminals. 

Among the primary ,v7/gw<7/V ihzenerntionis are those of 
the skull, such as microcephaly, makrocephaly, asymmetry, 
elinocephaly, aero -oxy-cephaly. flat-head, and plagio- 
cephalv. 

Next in order to cranial changes arc those of the face : 
the bird-face of the microcephalus, flattening of the upper 
part of the face in oxyccplilus, deflection or flattening of 
the nose, protrusion of the superciliary ridges, asymmetry 
of the orbits, inequality of the position of the teeth, malfor¬ 
mation of the lips and palate, prog.enia, and finally the 
numerous abnormalities of the ear. 

The rest of the bod} - may present peculiarities such as 
dwarfishness, giant growth, asymmetry of the two halves 
of the thorax, club-foot and club-hand, and various anoma¬ 
lies of the sexual organs. 

Among certain common functional disturbances are 
diminution in sensibility, particularly analgesia, color¬ 
blindness, lack of power to blush, left-handedness, and 
abnormal sexual instinct. 

To the series of psychic anomalies belong weak intel¬ 
lect, lack of uniformity in mental development, a want of 
sufficient comprehension of the immorality of crime and 
consequent impossibility of remorse or improvement, emo¬ 
tional inconstancy, and a tendency from childhood to evil 
and wickedness. From these facts several important con¬ 
clusions have been drawn : 

1. Congenital criminality is identical with moral insan¬ 
ity. both conditions exhibit the same physical defects and 
malformations, and the same mental deviations; and both 
are usually congenital, becoming worse at puberty. 

2 . Epileptics are nearly related to criminals, for analo¬ 
gous bodily and mental stigmata are common to both. 

Regarding the above teachings of Lombroso and his 
followers Prof. Kirn expresses his own beliefs as the result 
of his experience. 

He says the symptoms of somatic and psychic degenera¬ 
tion that have been described, although found in a large 
number of habitual criminals, are not by any means gener¬ 
ally present, and have therefore only a relative v alue. 
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PERISCOPE. 


Hut experience in court and prison certainly shows that 
many deeds punished as crimes are committed under the 
influence of certain anomalies of brain function. The most 
important of these is weak-mindedness, which may be either 
congenital or acquired. In the former case there is defect 
or malformation of the brain ; in the latter there is psychic 
degeneration due to alcoholism, epilepsy, injuries to the 
head, or chronic cerebral disease. There is a pathological 
inferiority or perversity ; some habitual criminals remain 
on a low plane of mental development, others exhibit a 
pathological growth. 

Prof. Kirn thinks that great weight should be laid upon 
cranial anomalies, since they are i 1 fact sometimes observed 
in habitual criminals. Hut there is no characteristic defect 
or shape of the skull that may be regarded as pathog¬ 
nomonic. 

Kxtensive craniometrical study has shown that there is 
in main - of this class a tendency to abnormally small, and 
and in some to abnormally large, skulls; but from this one 
is permitted to conclude only that a certain disposition 
exists in a number of criminals to morbid cranial and 
encephalic development. 

1 'he structural anomalies thus far described, in the 
brains of criminals, are too few and not sufficiently cor¬ 
roborated to allow decided conclusions to be drawn from 
them. 

As regards the psychic symptom-complex, no uniform 
criminal type can be portrayed, but only various mental 
anomalies which exist in widely differing combinations m 
this class. 

He does not believe in the imlentification of congenital 
criminality and moral insanity. Pile latter is not an inde¬ 
pendent disease, but only a symptom-complex, sometimes 
congenital in connection with other signs of defective 
development, sometimes acquired in conjunction with epi¬ 
leptic, paralytic, alcoholic ami traumatic psychoses. Moral 
insanity, which may be observed in the most heterogeneous 
psychoses, may under conditions also make its appearance 
in the criminal nature. In opposition to the views of the 
Italian school, he thinks there is a total want of analogy 
between the epileptic neurosis and criminality. 

He finally concludes that an anthropological criminal 
type has decidedly no existence, but that there are to be 
found in prisons not a few individuals who present marked 
somatic defects and malformations, defective mental devel¬ 
opment, or psychic degeneration due to disease. 
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AX INSTRUMENT TOR HIT. PERCEPTION (IT I.IOII I' THROUGH 


TIIT SENSES OT TEM RER ATl'RE AND POSITION. 

I)r. Noischewski presented to the Neurological Section 
of the Society of Russian Physicians, in January, iS.Sp, an 
instrument which lie calls the electrophthalmcyclop. It 
It consists of a small camera ohscura, w hose posterior wall 
is composed of three layers. The first is of fine metallic 
gauze, the second a closely approximated plate of selenium, 
and the last a brush-like arrangement of gold wires which 
are to come in contact with the skin. This veritable cyclop 
is applied to the middle of the forehead, and the light-rays 
falling into the apparatus are metamorphosed into a thermo¬ 
electric current, which is at once perceived by the glabellar 
nerve filaments, for the forehead has the senses of temper¬ 
ature and position particularly well developed. 

The inventor draws the following conclusions from his 
experiments with the instrument: 

The presence of a light-giving or of an illuminated 
object is manifested in the perceptive field as a sensation of 
w armth. 

A light object on a dark background is perceived as a 
peripherally warm sensation, with a sensationless centre. 

The degree of the sensation of warmth increases with 
the approach of the illuminating object, and rice rersn. A 
movement of the feeling of warmth toward the right shows 
that the light has moved to the left, r/i < r, / s,i. 

If the warm area moves downwards, the illuminating 
object is moving upwards, and and n\c rrrsti. 

Hence the blind will be able to see light through the 
mediation of tactile sensibility. It is possible for them by 
means of this apparatus to perceive the presence of a light 
object, its position and its movements from side to side, up 
or down or nearer and farther awav.— Ccntralb. /’. Xcrrcn- 
/n ill'., March, 1SS9. ' F. P. 


l-.XCKKI'TS I ROM TUI RUSSIAN. 

I'.Y I>RS. PRITCHARD AND TICK. 

ON THE PHENOMENA APPEARIN'!; IN ANIMATS A ITER 
SECTION OT THE POSTERIOR COLUMNS <>1- THE SPINAL 
CORD, AND THE RELATION OT THE LATTER To THE 
Lot II.IIIRU M OT THE BODY. 

Prof. W. Pechterew (Wjestnik psichiatrii i nevropato- 
logii, 1S89, vii., 1). The writer reports upon a series of 
experiments on doves, rabbits, and dogs, in which he sev- 



